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NEfrSVRYTORTy JvLY 5, 1808. 

SIR ^ ' 

' The underfigned, appointed a Committee by the Republican 
r-ri,J/ofNewbuS)ort to procure an Orator for the Fourth of 
?u?rt^di^"S Si"-ts and th«.ks for yotr vc^ mg^ous 
a^d irSuAive Oratlon'deliveted yefterday, and requeft the favou. 

of a copy^f^J^gFtith the higheffi refpedl and confideration, 
yo^moftobedient^umbk^-J-s, 

JOSIAH SMITH, V Committee. 
JOSEPH O'BRIEN, J 

Nathakiel CoGSWELi, Esq.' , 



-•^m^jjjgy 



ImdLJt 



Ih ccMnpliance witJi the requeft in yotif polite Note of this date, 
i herewith tranfmit a copy of the Oiation-pronouu«ca lca.*- ^^ 



Republican Citizens of Newburyport, on the ^th inft. 

The very fliort time which I had for preparation, might, alone, 
be a fufficient excufe for not fubmitting fo hafty a produaion to the 
infpeaion of the public ;• But as it has been a prevailing cuftom to 
•BubKfli Oratipns delivered on tha anniverfary of our National Inde- 
pendence, aTefuf^l, on my part, might, poffibly, be the occafion of 
fome particular obfervations and animadverfions. 
I am. Gentlemen, 

with the higheft refpe£! and confideration, 

vOur moft obedient and very humble fervant, 
^ NATHANIEL COGSWELL. 

Meflrs. James Prince, Josjah Smith, Joseph O'Brien, Efq'rs. 



GIFT 



Digitized by VjOO^I^ 



ORATION. 






FRIENDS AND FELLOW^ITIZENS^ 

It has been the cuftom of all nations, 
through every grade of political exiftency. from the 
loweft ftate of favagebarbariftn. to the higheft and 
moft refined pitch of civilized focjety, to celebrate, 
by folemn and diftinguiflied ads of commemora, 
»wn, the annual return of thofc great and extraor- 
dinary occurrences, which have ilaniped a peculiar 

tod momentous imnortance on the page f-f ^h^-. 
political hiftpry. *^* 

- . We, my friends, are this day affembled to conn- 
memorate the anniverfary of our national exiftence. 
This event is the moft illuflrious and fplendid 
epocha in the annals of the world. The wide, the 
extended range of the hiftpry of nations, in their 
multifarious variety of changes and iltuation, 
through the Jong extended fucceilion of nearly fix 
thoufand years does not furniih a fingle parallel. 
Other nations of the earth have arifen ty flbw de- 
grees, and progreilively advanced from infignificant 
tribes, and banditti, to the rank of great and power- 
ful empires. Btft America was born in a day ! 
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Four millions of people, inhabiting a country 
which embraces the various climates of the earth's 
extended atmofphere,inftantaneoufly arife, from the 
degradation of bppreffive vaffalage, and, in one day , 
affume the rank of a free, a fovereign, and an inde- 
pendent nation. . The firft and only independent 
nation on the fourth quarter^ of the globe. 

The caufes which led to that great and glorious 
cpocha, are delineated in the immortal Declaration 
of Independence. . 

Turn back yoUr thoughts, with me, to the pe- 
riod of feventeen hundred and feventyfix. 

Some of the venerable Patriots of that time, 
who were mftrumental in achieving the magnani- 
mo us work, are now "before me. 



olledion, though language is too feeble to paint, 
the apprehenfions, the difGculties, the troubles^ tii^ 
dangers, the diftreffes, and the horrors of that hour* 
On one fide, hope animated your noble hearts 
palpitating with a generous folicitude in thecai^fe of 
fuffcring humanity. Buoyed up by the principles 
of eternal juftice^ you looked forward with tremu- 
lous anxiety, fondly anticipating the glory, the 
freedom^ and thchappinefs of your country. You 
faw, in perfpe&ive, millions of fouls refcued from 
the deadly grafp of tyranny and oppreflion. Raifed. 
from the ignoniinious flavery of defpotifm, to the 
exalted rank of freemen ; and, in- the fun(hine of 
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profperity and happinefs, fitting under their own 
vines, and their own fig-trees, teaching their chil- 
dren, ; and their children's children, to lifp forth 
your praifes in accents of gratitude, of love, and of 
^dmiratfon-'i. 
' But;. Oil the other hand, you faw your extend- 
ed line of fea coall blockaded by an implacable 
and deadly foe j your beautiful fea-port towns 
^nd villages laid in duft,,and in aflies ; your cxtea- 
fivc chain of frontier fettlements expofed, an eafy 
prey, to the mercilefs favages of the wildernefs ; 
armies of veteran foldiers, provided with every 
means of direful and deadly carnage^ occupying 
your principal cities, and poflefllng tj^e ftrongeft 
and moft important pofts in the heart of ypur coun- 
try. On wkicK fiAo fowvt.1 you turned your eyes, 
batteries of impregnable difficulties. prefen ted. 

On the fea (hore — hoftile fleets, armed with the 
thunder-bolts of ferpciou.s war, vomiting forth ruin 
arid deyaftation, 

On the fouth — veteran armies furioufly advanc- 
ing, with fire and fword, .fprcading far and wide, 
all the atrocious enormities of vindidiive warfare. 

On the weft— '-hordes of barbarous favages, in- 
ftigated by the fanguinary and diabolical policy of 
* a Britifh cabinet ; and, invited in the horrific words 
of Col. Johnfon, a famous Indian partizan in the 
pay of Britain, *' /o drink the blood and feajl on the 
Ifodiesof the BoJionians,^''^yNCx^\v^g\f\g:x cruel arfd 
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remorfclefs war of general and indifcriminatc extert 
niinntion, rioting in the murder of defcncelefs inno- 
jcence, their tomahawks and fcalping knives glutted 
with the blood of every age, fex, and condition. 

On the north— an army of twelve .thoufand 
>men, threatening, from the lakes, to pyfrjyljelm you 
^ like a whirlwind of dpfolation. 

All this you faw. And oppofed to thefe migh- 
ty phalanxes of dreadful calamities, you fitw pnly 4 
handful of brave, but undifciplined militia ! 

In this hour of terror and difmay — In thi? 
hour of perturbation and horror, >yhen the ftout- 
cft hearts were appaled, and the wifeft heads 
confounded ; when fell defpair had feized on the 
xninds of a virtuous peo pl e itruggling in the caufc 
of freedom and righteoufnefs— then it was7 that He 
who rides upon the wings of the wind» holding the 
nations, and the armies of the earth, in the hollow 
of his han4, and v/ho will not fufFer a fparrow to fall 
to the . ground without his notice, made bare his 
arm, and plucked a defponding nation like a brand 
from out the burning. 

It was He, who, turning defpair into hope, 
wrought the national mind to a pitch of enthufiaftic 
patriotifm beyond the limits of circumfcribed hu- 
manity. It was He, who filenced the tremendous 
thunder of the Britifh lion. It was He, who turn- 
ed afide the bayonets of the Britifh and Heflian 
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troops. It was He/ who refcued your wives and 
your children from the bloody tomahawk and fcalp- 
ing knife of the devouring Indians. It was Hq„ 
who turned back upon itfelf the whirlwind of defo- 
lating dcftrurtion. And it wa^ Hfe, who encompafT? 
cd the Upited States with a wall of fire by night^ 
and went before them in a pillar of a cloud by day* 

The caufe of freedom, my hearers, is the caufc 
of (jod. Thoufands of inftances, in the courfe of 
cur aftonifliing revolution, of the miraculous inter- 
pofition of providential affiftance, muft convince 
the moft hardened and inveterate infideL 

At length, after wading through riversof blood; 
and furmoimting incredible difficulties, in a tremen- 
dous conflidl of fcven years duration, carried on 
with fuch inveterate maHgnancy, and under fuch 
diftrefiing circumftances, that its whole hiftory is 
but fhe narration of one continued campaign, the 
t)eckration of our Independence is acknowledged 
by all the nations of the earth. 

Great Britain herfelf, who had carried on an 
unnatural and infamous War, for the avowed pur- 
pofe of reducing us to flavery and bondage ; who 
liad brought into requifition every engine of hellilh 
deftrudlidn to effeft her facrilegious purpofe ; who 
had fet a price on the heads of our bcft and moft 
beloved citizens ; and who had deluged our country 
with a torrent of blood, is, at laft, fuch are the 
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myfterious ways of ptovidencc, compelled to lay the 
cap ftone on the pyramid of America's glory, by 
acknowledging the Uhited States to be a free, a 
fovercign, and an independent nation. 

Every oppofition and impediment to our inde- 
pendence miraculoufly overcome and fubdued, a 
free, a happy, and a grateful people have, for a feries 
of years, been fitting under their own vines, and 
their own fig trees, teaching their children, and their 
children's children to lifp forth the praifes of thofc 
who, under providence, abhieved the heavenly- 
work, in accents of gratitude, of love, ahd of ad- 
miration. . 

Time will not permit me to particularize the 
numerous heroes and ftatefmen of our revolution. 
Every foldicr, enduring, as they did, with undaunt- 
ed forthiidc and patience, the numerous privations 
and hardftiips which they were dootned to iufifer, 
was a Hero. Every citizen was a Statefman. 

The name of Washington, however, muft 
not be paffed over in filenoe. . 

Washington was the friend, and the father 
of his country. He fteod like a mighty ColoflTus, 
in the midft of a fea dangers, a whole nation look- 
ing up to bin? for political falvation. Their hopes 
were not dif appointed. His country's happinefs 
was hi^ only aim. Grdat anfi good as a Man ; un- 
paralleled as a Warrior and a Statefman, his name 
Is engraven on the heart of every American. 
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The adminiftratioh of Washington a$ Prefi- 
dent of the United States of America, was neceffar- 
ily an adminiftration of trial and experiment. It 
was a new field, and an, untrodden path. It was 
an exalted' and fublime fituation, of care, difficulty^ 
and awful refponfibility. The event has fhewn to 
the world thatf in every fituation of life, he was the 
great and wonderful Man, and the magnanimous 
Hero. 

The feven years adminiftration of the great and 
good Jefferson, whom we revere as the author 
of the Declaration of our Independence, and whofe 
acKievenients were as momentous in the cabinet, in\ 
the time of our direful ftruggle for liberty, as thofe 
6f Washington in the field, has been one contin- 
ued feries of conformity to the principles that ani- 
tfiated the bofojms of our fathers in feventyfiye. 

It is ^ith plcafure, and with pride, we under- 
ftahd, that, the late Prefident of the United States 
has had the magnanimity to declare, that the policy 
of jEFiFERSON would be the falvation of America* . 

No meafureof Mn J EFFEK so N*s adminiftration 
has excited iporc animadverfton than the Ad laying 
an Embargo ; and perhaps no one ad ot his illuftri-* 
ous and beneficent life has done more honor to his 
head and to his heart. It has prelcrved millions of 
property to our fellow citizens, and has faved us from 
a war vl^ith the great belligerent powers of Europe, 

B 
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After the opinion of the virtuous and indepen- 
dent >^« ^^,),^ .^y^^^^ one of the moft^nhght- 
^ed ftatefmen that our country can boaft;...of 
Wtlham Gray, the firft merchant in America, if not 
in the world ;-and of our leading charadlers, and 
trueft patriots, that the Embargo was a wife and 
n c.iraryme.fure andthe onlyalUrnaH^e^^^t 

ons of Enn, whofe endearing hofpitalife, as a na- 
~n, are eulogized by ,he «hMe ^rld ; bue who 
•hrough the atrocious arid Heinous polic; of a ^ 
«. oppofition .0 .he enlightened n,a^a„LT; !^ a 
Fo.. have fee„ ,heir charming and delightfuTcoun! 
ryapreyto eve^r ,,V:e„,io„s ^„orMi^. ,orn and 

?1^ ,""""'• '■="«"'' > «ft»g place 
f^mmahgnantperfecurion, in the bofom of our 
beloved coun„y. Evety ,n,e American feels i, h" 
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duty, and his delight, to receive, with open arms, 
the generous and oppreffed fufFerers. It is but dif- 
charging a debt of gratitude for the illuftrious Ser- 
vices of Generals MQUtgomery^ ^tdrks^ Sullivan^ 
alley ^ Reed^ M'Qlary^ aijd along lift of Irifli heroes, 
who ftood foxemoft in obtaining our freedom and 
independence^ 

It has frequently been obferved, efpecially in 
the courfe of a few years paft, that Republics arc 
turbulent, fadious, and ungrateful ; and do not give 
that fecurity and protection, which monarchical 
governments afford. 

Let us examine the correftncfs of thefe obferv- 
ations by recurring to the general hiftory of Repub- 
lican and Monarchical forms of government. 

The moft important nation, in many points of 
view, that ever exifted on the face of the globe, was 
the ancient Hebrew or Jewifh nation. 

It was moft important in poiTeding a language 
which, as it is faid, was the mother tongue of the 
world. 

It was moft important in being chofen by 
God to be his own peculiar and favourite people ; 
and in being delivered from bondage, in the land of 
Egypt, by the outftretched arm of omnipotence, 
and planted in the land of Canaan, the garden of 
the world, flowing with milk and honey* 
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It was, at that time, moft important as a nation, 
numbering six hundred and three thousand fivehun^ 
dred and fifty men, above the age of tWcnty, who 
were able to go forth to war. 

It was nioft important in poffefling a Republican 
or Theocratical form of government, divided into 
twelve tribes, inhabiting as many diftindl territories^ 
each enjoying particular nriunicipal privileges, tho' 
united tqgether by general laws arid regulations, 
not greatly diffimilar to the Organization of the 
United States. Indeed, the exad coincidence, in 
point of numbers, of the tribes of Ifrael, with the 
thirteen United States,^ at the. commencement of, 
pur national exiftence, is \txy remarkable. The 
tribes of Ifrael confifted of thirteen j but, the tribe 
of Levi, which was fet ^part for the miniftry, was 
not numbered with the men of war# 

It was rnofl important in enjoying, for a lopg 
feries of years, the bleflings of freedorri, profperity, 
and happinefs, down to the days of Samuel, when, 
at their repeated requeft, God, in anger, gave them 
a King, which' was a prelude to their overthrow 
pnd difperfion. 

,Tbis tranfadion including the leffon on gov- 
ernment vvhich^it inculcates, is the moft important 
ever given to man ; for it Vas delivered by God 
himfelf ! It ought to be engraven on the heart of 
every perfon in exiftence ! It is as follows ; 
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'* And it came to pafs, when Samuel was oH, 

* that all the elders ot Ifrael gathered themfelves to^ 
^ gether, and came to Samuel unto Ramah, and faid 
' unto him, make us a King, to judge us like all the 

* nations. But the thing difpleafed Samuel, when 

* they faid, give iis a King to judge us. And Samuel • 

* prayed unto the Lord. 

* And Samuel told all the words of the Lord 

* unto the people that alked of him a King ; and he 
^ faid, this will be the manner of the King that (hall 

* reign over you ; he will take your fons, and ap- 

* point them for himfelf, for his chariots, and to be 

* his horfemen ; and lome fhall run before his char- 
' iots. And he will appoint him captains over' 

* thoufands, and captains over fifties ; and will fet 
- them to ear his ground, and to reap his harveft, 

* and to make his inftruments'of war, and inftxu- 

* ments of his chariots. And he will he take your 
' daughters to be confecSionaries, and to be cooks, 

* and to be bakers. And he will take your fields, and 

* your vineyards, and your olive yards, even the Aest 
♦of them, and give them to his servants. And 

J he will tiake the tenth of your feed, and of 

* your* vineyards, and give to his officers, and to 
*his fervants. And he will take* your men fer- 

* vants, and your maid fervants, and your goodlieft 

* young rnen, and your affes, and put them to his 
^ work. He will take the tenth of your fheep : and 
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^ ye fliall be his servants. And ye fliall cry out in 

• that day bccaufe of your King which ye fhall have 

• cholen you ; and the Lord will not bear you in 

* that day, Neverthekfs, the people rcfufed to obey 

* the voice of Samuel, V which was the voice of God j 
^ and they faid, Nay ; but wc will have a King over 
•us/ 

What^ allonifhing perverfity and hardnefs of 
heart ! And how great, though juft, have been 
their fufferings ! After experiencing all the horrors 
of the predidion, they have been fcattcred'over the • 
face of the whole world, as a continual memento to 
the nations of the earth, of the divine vengeance 
inflided on a people for this, and other enormous 
adts of difobedience, to the exprefs declaration of 
the Almighty. 

From the ancient Jews, wc proceed to the an-^ 
cient nations of India, who, according to Arrian, . 
an author of veracity, enjoyed a free, that is, a re- 
publican form of government. 

From them we proceed to the ancient Cartha-.^ 
genians, whofe government was Republican, con^ 
lifting of two magiftrates chofcn annually, called^ 
SufFetes, and a tribune of one. hundred and four' 
fenators. They enjoyed, according to hiftory, dp- 
meftic peace and civil liberty, under this form of 
government, six hundred and seventy ^seven years. 
What a monument of the liability and bleflings of 
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a free government ! They were at laft overcoiiie 
and deftroyed by the Romans* 

From ancient Carthage we proceed to ancient 
Greece. * At the name of Greece/ fays the aythor 
of the Elements of General Hiftory, *ourfpirit 
' leems to reft from its labour, and the brilliant pe- 

* riod of hiftory begins to ftiine forth ; true Heroes, 

* celebrated Sages, immortal geniufes, the mafter- 
^ pieces of perfection appear, and we, already, have 
' a foretafte of the pleafures derived from admiring 

* the wonderful efFeds oUibertyon the human mind !* 
» Greece enjoyed the bleffings of a free govern- 
ment for more than oyie thousand y^^ixs ; the natural 
confequence of which, was the produdlion of an 
immortal conftellation of heroes, ftatefmen, poets, 
hiftorians, fages, and philofophers, which have af- 
tonifhed the world. The names of Homer, Zeno- 
phon, DemofthcneSjPlato, Solon, Apellcs, Euripides, 

Plutarch, Ariftotle,Lycurgus,Pythagoras, Socrates, 
Archimedes, Hippocrates, Epaminondas, Phocion, 
Diogenes, and a Iqpg lift of fplendid et ceterae, we 
have all heard of, with wonder and admiration. 
And thefe were all Grecians ! 

In fhort, Greece has been to all the ufeful and 
elegant ^rts and Sciences, what the fun is to the 
world, enlightening and vivifying the whole. What 
a glorious monument to Republicanifm ! A monu- 
umerit, which time, that deftroys every thing elfe. 
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ferves but to brighten; and can only end, wbei* 
time is no more 1 

From ancient Greece we proceed to ancient 
Rome. * ^ 

Rome was founded by Romulus, and for the 
firft two hundred and fortyfour years of her exift- 
encei was governed by (even Kings ; two, of whbm 
di6d a natural death, one was dethroned, and the' 
other four were affaflinated, A proof of the won- 
derful ftability of kingly governments I ! t 

From this time to the feven hundred and twen- 
tyfourth year of thq foundafioh of Rome, that' is, 
for about five hundred years, Ihe enjoyed the fub- 
lime felicity of a Republican form of government, 
and under it became the miftrefs of the world, till 
Monarchy was eftablifhed on the ruins. of the Re- 
public ; and fo complcatly annihilated did the na-^ 
tional charadlcr appear to be, by the change, that 
the 7^// of the Republicans, Brutus and Cas- 
sius, have ever fmce been called the last of - the 
Romans. 

From this time to her fall and fubjugation, $ 
period of about five hundred years, Rome was gov- 
erned by a monarchical form of government. 

Let us comgare the five hundred years of repub- 
lican, with the five hundred years of monarchical, 
Rome. Under the aufpices of the former, Ihe rofe 
to the higheft pitch of glory and happinefs, pro- 
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ducing a long lift ofilluftrious heroes, ftatcfmen, 
poets, /ag^s, and philofophcrs, who, excepting thofe 
of Gif^c, arc unrivalled in the ann^s of the world, 

T^hc Scipios, the Gracchi, Cincinnatus, Cato, 
Ci^ro, iPabius, Ovid, Virgil, et ceterae, were all 
jpouriihed with the milk of freedom. While, on 
ihe contrary, fcarce one foMtary inftance of extraor- 
dinary merit appears in the reign of the Emperors, 
which, with fomie few exceptions, was a reign of 
or>c continued ferics of rapine, murder, and devaft- 
ation, of fuch horrid and abominable import that 
the tongue, titembles to relate, and humanity fhud- 
ders^ to hear related. Such was the depravity, that 
the empire itfelf was put up to audlion and ftruck 
oflF to the higheft bidder, Didius Julianus, who en- 
joyed his purchafe fix ty fix days, and was then be- 
headed I 

Caius Caligula, one of the emperors. Was a 
monfter in human (hape, who, after bathing him- 
felf in the blood of thoufands and thoufands of in- 
nocent vidkims, at laft ejaculated the awful and tre- 
mendous wifh, that the whole Roman people had* 
but one head, that he might ftrike it off with one 
blow ! 

Nero, another emperor, and anqjher monfter, 
who, after committing the moft atrocious exceffes ' 
in every fpecies, of abomination, defying both Qq4 
and man, ordered the city of Rome to be fei on fire. 
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